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Ethical Egoism
· Ethical egoism stresses that the only moral obligations we have are towards ourselves. That is, one ought to always act in a selfish manner. Others should not be considered when making moral deliberations
· However, ethical egoism does not compel one to avoid helping others. One’s self interests may coincide with the interests of others or one may simply help a person for some ulterior motive.
· Also, ethical egoism does not stress that one’s desires should always be pursued. Sometimes our immediate desires are not in our best self interest. 

Argument For Ethical Egoism
· Every person knows his or her own desires well enough, but one can never know for certain the desires of others.
· If one attempts to help others, he or she is interfering in affairs with a great lack of knowledge.
· To help others in such a way robs the other persons of their individuality and is an invasion of their privacy.
· Thus, altruism really does not help others as intended. In essence, altruism is self-defeating. 
· Hence, it would be better for all if each person acted out of self-interest. 
Problems with Ethical Egoism
· It can allow for heinous acts to be condoned. A man may murder out of self-interest, and because he acted out of self-interest, his act would be condoned.
· Strictly in regards to the argument presented, the reasons given are surprisingly un-egotistic. Why should a truly selfish people care if they infringe on the individuality or the privacy of others? Shouldn’t the egoist care not one lick about others? 

Compare and Contrast
For						Against
-Other’s desires aren’t known.			-Heinous acts could be condoned.
-Interfering in the affairs of others is 		-The reasons for the argument are un
acting without knowledge				-egotistic
-Invasion of privacy
-Robs individuality
-So, Altruism is self-defeating
Altruism
· Altruism is defined as “selfless concern for the welfare of others”
· Selfless means literally “no self,” and thus when one acts out of altruism, one acts without regard to one’s self.
· Give to charities, help fundraise for organizations, standing up for the rights of others, volunteering
· Plato’s ideal society is based on a Utopia, in which all citizens act altruistically, for the betterment of the State. In other words, citizens use their essential characteristics to create a better state.
· Leaders: Reason in the form of just laws and equal rights
· Soldiers: Spirit in the form of duty
· Workers: Appetite in the form of labor
Psychological Egoism
· Unlike ethical egoism, psychological egoism does not state that we should act in a selfish manner. Rather, it goes a step further. Instead, we always do act in a selfish manner. No matter the action, we are driven by self-interest.
· An important difference between ethical and psychological egoism is that ethical egoism is a nominative claim, whereas psychological egoism is a descriptive claim.
· Nominative claim: issues regarding morality and the conduct of one’s actions; “What ought I do?”
· Descriptive claim: issues regarding facts and the nature of things; “What is the case?” 
Argument in Favor of Psychological Egoism
i. Seemingly unselfish actions produce a sense of self-satisfaction for those who perform the “altruistic” acts.
ii. Therefore, all such acts are, in fact, selfish. 


Problems with Psychological Egoism
· If selfishness is taking care of one’s self without regard for others, the how could an act that helps others be considered selfish? Sure, one may receive “warm fuzzy feelings” from helping others. However, the fact remains that others are indeed being helped. 
Compare and Contrast
For							Against
-“Unselfish” actions produce a sense of self-		-How can an act that helps others be considered
satisfaction, which is in one’s self-interest		selfish if selfish means to act without regard for
-Therefore, all acts are selfish				others.
