Three forms of Rhetoric
Stereotype-A stereotype is an oversimplified generalization regarding the members of a particular group of people.
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Another example:

· After it was announced that U.S. astronaut Shannon Lucid was to join the crew of a Russian space station, General Yuri Glazkov expressed this thought: “The ventilations fans will be taken care of in a more timely manner because we know that women love to clean.”

A stereotype is an oversimplified generalization regarding the members of a particular group of people.

· The Problem with Stereotypes is that even if they are arguable applicable to a group as a whole, they fail to take into account the differences between individual members.  That is, it is quite possible for an individual of a particular group to not exhibit any stereotyped characteristics. 

Rhetorical Definitions-A rhetorical definition is one which describes a word in such a way as to convey a particular attitude or belief.

· Lazy: An aversion to work, activity or exertion.

· Lazy: An enlightened condition in which the true futility of work is understood at the deepest level.

Another example:

· Abortion: The removal of an embryo or fetus from the uterus in order to end a pregnancy.

· Abortion: The murder of an unborn child.

· Here, abortion is defined in such a way that it conveys a moral judgment.  After all, if abortion is murder, then it most certainly is morally wrong.  The problem is that despite this definition, abortion is still a contentious issue.

Slanter
· Slanter is a linguistic device in which a statement is misrepresented so that something else is suggested.  That is, slanter attempts to slant a statement in such a way that one is more likely to focus on what is being implied rather than what is being stated.

· Slanter relies heavily on the suggestive power of words and phrases to convey the intended “argument.”

Examples:

· An add in the newspaper: “Try our best quality knife-only $9.95!”

· In this example what ‘only’ implies is that the knife’s price is low. In fact, this might be the item’s normal price.

· A politician addressing a crowd: “Well my opponent wasn’t lying this time.”

· Here, what is implied is that the politician’s opponent is normally a lier. In fact, the opponent may be a very honest person.
Important Note:

· Slanter is effective in that a message is conveyed even though it is not explicitly stated.  As such, one can deny that anything suggested in such a statement was not really suggested at all.

· In a broad sense, most other forms of rhetoric could be considered slanter.

