Persuasion Through Rhetoric
· Rhetoric- In our usage, "rhetoric" is language used primarily to persuade or influence beliefs or attitudes rather than to prove logically.

· Remember: rhetorical force may be psychologically effective, but by itself it establishes nothing.

· As Critical Thinkers, we must be able to distinguish the argument from the rhetoric
Horse laugh

· Def: a pattern of fallicious reasoning in which ridicule is disguised as a reason for 

· rejecting a claim 

· -It is important to remember that somebody who simply gets a laugh at the expense of another person's position has not raised any objection to that position. 

· -Remember that the person who has the funniest lines and who gets the most laughs may be the person who seems to win the debate, but critical thinkers should be able to see the difference between argumentation on one hand and 
· entertainment on the other. 

· Responding to criticism during a televised debate: 

· "I just realized I have the perfect part for you in "Terminator 4."

Loaded Question

· Def: A question that rests on one or more unwarranted or unjustified assumptions.
· If there is no reason to think that this assumption is true, then the question is a loaded one. 

· "Are you still having wild unprotected sex with her?"

· "Are you still smoking crack?"

· "Have you stopped beating your wife?"

Hyperbole

· Def: Extravagant overstatement. 
· -Slanting device (even if you reject the exaggeration, you may be moved in the direction of the basic claim)
· Be careful: without support, you have no more reason to accept the milder claims than the wilder ones. 

· "His new girlfriend is the size of a rhinoceros!"

· "Charlotte Church has the most fabulous voice of any singer around today."

· "Josh Hartnett is the hottest guy I've ever seen (in my life)!“

Euphemisms

A word or phrase that makes something sound better than it actually is.

· Euphemisms can be used to avoid offending anybody

· Euphemisms take a neutral term and change it to a positive term 

· Ex. Saying that a car is ‘pre-owned’ as opposed to ‘used’

· Ex. Instead saying “This requires a lot of work” choosing to say “This class will be rewarding in the end”

· Ex. Saying ‘Jane passed away in her sleep last night’ instead of saying   ‘Jane died in her sleep last night’

Dysphemism

A word or phrase that makes something sound better than it actually is.

· Euphemisms can be used to avoid offending anybody

· Euphemisms take a neutral term and change it to a positive term 

· Ex. Saying that a car is ‘pre-owned’ as opposed to ‘used’

· Ex. Instead saying “This requires a lot of work” choosing to say “This class will be rewarding in the end”

· Ex. Saying ‘Jane passed away in her sleep last night’ instead of saying   ‘Jane died in her sleep last night’

	Dysphemism 
	Neutral 
	Euphemism 

	take a shit 
	go to the bathroom 
	Defecate 

	stingy 
	careful 
	Thrifty 

	terrorist 
	rebel 
	freedom fighter 

	slut, tramp, man whore 
	promiscuous (person) 
	playboy, ladykiller, Don Juan, man eater 


*Both euphemisms and dysphemisms are used to deceive the listener.

*The purpose of using euphemisms and dysphemisms determines whether or not those uses are legitimate 





(Parker & Moore)

Innuendo

Insinuation of something belittling or deprecatory.

When a innuendo is intentional, it is to usually insult someone in way where the words are innocent if they are taken literally.

· Ex. “She is competent-in many regards”

· Ex. “ I didn’t say that the meat was tough.  I said I didn’t see the horse that is usually outside.”








W.C. Fields

· Ex. A teacher says “everyone passed the exam”

· Sexual Innuendo- a common form on innuendo where a statement, when taken literally, can have an innocent meaning, but there are possible sexual interpretations

