Bad Faith and “No Exit”

Three Types of Being
· Being-for-Itself : reflection, awareness of 
self

· Being-in-itself : making an object out of the self

· Being-for-others : others making an object 
of a self

· The Self (Ego): my actions in the world, 
how people see us – the self that we 
create

· Consciousness: nothing but an activity, but 
it’s a goal directed activity

Two Modes of Being
· Facticity: the facts about the past-me up to the present, ie. measurements, health, location, past actions, etc.  

· Transcendence: the relation of the self to the world via possibilities

· Only fact about future-me is Death, all else is choice

· We must choose our transcendence or possibilities in terms of my past 

Steps to Bad Faith

· Validation

· Shame

· Anxiety

· Bad faith

Bad Faith

· Self deception about myself by creating a World of Belief and maintaining it despite contrary, little, or no evidence

· Over-Identification with Facticity/Roles

· Denying the Facts of Facticity

Examples of Bad Faith
· Waiter Over-Identifying with Being a Waiter – Facticizing Transcendence

· Girl on a Date Denying Facts of the Matter – Transcending Facticity

Mechanism of Bad Faith

· Consciousness is translucent

· Separation between Figure and Ground

· Focus on object and ground becomes blurred

· ‘Being is what it is not, and is not what it is’

· Facticizing Transcendence: Doctor, Waiter

· Transcending Facticity: Girl on date, “I’m not going to die”

xbp – x is a subject that believes in p

P – either transcendence or fact

xb(xbp) – creates world of belief by 


belieiving xbp

Student:

x-Me b-believe in p- I am a student

xb(xbp) – I believe  that I believe I am a student
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“The essence of human relationship is conflict”

· “Hell is other people”

· We can be content by ourselves but as soon as someone is in my world, I am disrupted.
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Garcin: 

· Heroic, spent time in the resistance, libertine, arrested and shot.

· He is confused because he cried at death

· Inez:

· Lesbian, working class, feels good about herself

· Estelle:

· High society, coquette, killed her family and then committed suicide

· She wants another man

There are no mirrors in the scene. This is bad for Estelle, but Inez says, “let me be your mirror”. The problem here is that Inez could be lying to her.
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· The characters create a triangle between themselves:

· Inez wants Estelle and Estelle in turn wants Garcin

· Garcin is in bad faith because he is over-identifying with his the facts about him (how he died)

· Estelle is in bad faith because she denying the fact that Garcin doesn’t want her

· Inez is in bad faith because she also is in denial of the fact that Estelle doesn’t want her

· We have the choice to overcome bad faith and strive to make choices that are more authentic.
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Authenticity is confronting the anxiety of one’s situation and making the choice to own up to oneself.

· In every choice one makes, it should be a choice that one sees itself in.

· Concerning authentic human relationships, one should try to help the other while also challenging them.

