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Prodicus:  


Believed like other Sophists that human reason—not culture, tradition, or religion—was the best source of knowledge; however, because such knowledge is always perceived by the individual, all knowledge is relative.  


Focused on the importance of words, semantics, and synonyms in intellectual discussion; as a linguist, Prodicus shared with other Sophists that what mattered was not so much WHAT was said but HOW it was said.  


Emphasized like other Sophists that because absolute truth was impossible, people should focus only on scientific investigation of physical phenomena, i.e. on what can be perceived through the senses.  Though this is an imperfect source of knowledge, it is the best humans can hope for.  


Argued that because absolutes are impossible and culture/tradition dictate human norms and behavior, education and teaching should focus on offering practical instruction to make citizens useful and successful in the fledgling Athenian democracy.  


Famously asserted that religion finds its origin in evolutionary development; instead of accepting religion as truth, Prodicus argued that primitive humans worshipped the processes and cycles of nature that made life possible.  Throughout time, as humans became self-sufficient, the gods came to resemble modern human archetypes (warrior, craftsmen, and statesman).  


Held that the best humans can hope to do is struggle through life by balancing the influence of Vice (Happiness) and Virtue.  


Summarily, Prodicus exemplifies the pragmatism, skepticism, and relativism about knowledge, religion and tradition that made the Sophists so unpopular among many of their contemporaries.  


Prodicus shared the Sophistic emphasis on antilogic, rhetoric, and argument.  He was especially concerned with semantics, synonyms, and correct word choice.  This is very much in accordance with the Sophists’ belief that what mattered so much was not often WHAT was said but HOW it was said.   


Prodicus believed (like many of the Sophists) that absolute explanations of ethics and nature were elusive at best.  Instead of accepting tradition, custom, and logic at face value, Prodicus believed that only phenomena that could be perceived directly through the senses was a sound basis for science or knowledge. 


Prodicus also believed that in perceiving phenomena, the individual is important, too; he/she is an integral part of the process that makes objective truth difficult to attain.  


Prodicus believed that in general, education and evolution of sorts were elevating mankind from a primitive state to a more civilized, rational existence.  


This idea is manifested by his explanation of religion.  Prodicus explained the development of religion as primitive animism—people worshipped objects that meant the most to them in their daily lives and sustained the cycle of life; later, people began to deify the arts/crafts/technological industries.  


In ethics, Prodicus once wrote a narrative depicting the human condition as a choice between two maidens:  Vice (Happiness) and Virtue.  Pessimistically, Prodicus believed that life and ethics was a tough endeavor marked by an uphill struggle.  Accordingly, the person who—as he—persevered and embraced his duty was fulfilling a high ethical calling.


Prodicus, in sum, shares the skepticism, pessimism, and devotion to rhetoric, reason, and learning that epitomisez the Sophists.  

