Fallacy Exercises
1. The whole country must be getting behind the war; I have talked to over a dozen people today who thing that a war with Iraq is a great idea. 

2. Mullet #1:  I beat your dog because he pooped on my Stainmaster carpet.

Mullet #2:  Yeah, well I beat your dog because you beat my dog. 

3. Elvis:  God exists, but I am still king! 

Neo:  Where is God? There is no God, and there is no spoon.

Elvis:  She must exist, since you cannot prove otherwise.

4. Jimmy:  Pick up that cigarette butt.

Abe:  Hey it’s only one cigarette butt.

Jimmy:  If you leave your cigarette butts inside, then everyone will leave their cigarette butts inside. The house will smell and people won’t respect our property anymore.

5. The clerks at Mason’s Department store are incompetent. The two clerks who helped me during the last Christmas rush got my order wrong.

6. Dude #1:  Have you seen those new sunglasses Cru Jones wears in the movie ‘Rad’?

Dude #2:  Those sunglasses must protect your eyes well.

Dude #1:  Yeah they must, if Cru Jones wears them. 

7. Bert:  Ernie! You can’t steal that PlayStation II.

Ernie:  Stupid Target overcharged me $2.48 on a rubber ducky last Thursday. They deserve it!

8. It’s obvious that this country is still completely racist; every Klu Klux Klan member I ask says that they hate black people and I have surveyed thousands.

9. Those who thrust a knife into other people should be punished; surgeons in operating do so; therefore they should be punished. 

10. Bush is so much worse than Gore. I must therefore vote for Gore. 

11. Zeus:  If people believe in ghosts, they are crazy!

Yo Yo Ma:  Well how do you know that there are no ghosts?

Zeus:  They must not exist or someone would have seen one by now.

12. Since attending that mass meeting of students yesterday, I have ceased having any confidence in decisions reached in that way. 

13. The early settlers never took a stand against slavery, therefore, we shouldn’t either. 

14. I spent all morning canvassing for the committee to reelect our representative. Here I was in a typical upper-middle-class neighborhood—prime Republican territory—and yet eleven of the nineteen people I talked to who had made up their minds are going to vote Democratic this year. Well that does it; no more canvassing for me. Our candidate does not have a chance. 
15. Most Americans favor a national lottery to reduce the federal debt. In a poll taken in Las Vegas, more than 80% said they favored such a lottery.

16. Bumper Sticker:  God says it; I believe it that settles it!

17. Ashley Heart:  That tram is like a total drag. She is totally spreading rumors about me. 

Chelsea Love:  You should totally start a rumor about her hips.

18. “My dad never quit drinkin’ and his dad never quit drinkin’, so I ain’t a gonna quit drinkin’ either.”

19. Drug abuse among professional athletes is a serious and widespread problem. Carl Eller the ex-Minnesota Viking lineman claims that he has spent almost $2,000 a week on cocaine.
20. Narcotics are habit forming therefore if you allow your physician to ease your pain with an opiate, you will be come a hopeless drug addict. 

21. Susan:  I think that any consenting adult has the right to marry any other consenting adult.

Jerry:  What? You don’t think homosexuality is gross?

22. Mike:  Universal healthcare insurance provides children and many adults with much needed services. If people are healthy, they are much more likely to work, and generate revenue, which will raise the GNP, contribute to social programs, and ensure a more efficient and productive populous. 

Jethro: I knew you was one of them coercin’ liberals!

23. Brody:  Tim, why do you always cut 45-degree angles with a skill saw instead of a compound miter box saw? 

Tim:  That’s the way we did when I was an apprentice and that’s how we should do it now. 
